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New York, NY (June 1 2017): The Winter Film Awards Independent Film Festival (WFA) 
announces a Call for Entries for its 7th Annual celebration of independent film, to be held 
February 22 – March 3, 2018 in New York City. Filmmakers from around the world will travel to 
NYC to attend the Festival’s full week of film screenings and industry networking after-parties, 
which will conclude with a glittering awards ceremony to be held on March 3, 2018. 

The rapidly growing Festival – which was recently voted one of the top 10 best reviewed 
festivals on FilmFreeway – seeks a diverse collection of creative indie films from NYC and 
worldwide in all genres – ranging from narrative features to short films, from documentaries to 
animation, and from music videos to web series and horror films. Outstanding work will be 
awarded for each category, along with Best Director, Best Actor/Actress, Best Original Score, 
Best Student Film and the NY Perspectives Award for best depiction of the New York multi-
cultural experience. For the 2017 Festival, 88 films from 30 countries were selected for 
screening, including 42% made by women, 45% made by people of color and 33 first-time 
directors. Works of all genres, forms, and lengths are considered for Festival screening. 

Independent filmmakers from around the world are invited to submit films online via 
FilmFreeway at https://filmfreeway.com/festival/WFA 

MILESTONE DATES: 
September 5, 2017 … Early Bird Submissions Deadline 

October 17, 2017 … Regular Submissions Deadline 
November 15, 2017 … Late Submissions Deadline 

January 8, 2018 … Entrants to be notified of final decisions 
February 22, 2018 … Festival Opening Night Celebration 

February 22-March 2, 2018 … Screenings, Discussion Panels & Networking After-Parties 
March 3, 2018 … Gala Red Carpet & Awards Ceremony 

Winter Film Awards is honored to partner with a large variety of local and international 
sponsors, including Yelp, B&H Photo, Cyberlink, Jungle Software and IndiePix; we award our 
winners over $50k+ in awesome prizes. 

 

7TH ANNUAL INDIE FILM FESTIVAL 

https://filmfreeway.com/festivals/curated/top-100-best-reviewed-festivals
https://filmfreeway.com/festival/WFA
https://filmfreeway.com/festival/WFA
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ABOUT THE EVENT 
Film is a visual representation of music; a music video tells a story set to music and allows you to 
see the words come to life. Winter Film Awards pairs emerging filmmakers from the tri-state area 
with the hottest emerging musical acts of all genres and challenges them to create a brand new 
Music Video from start-to-finish in just two weeks! Completed videos to be screened by music 
industry professionals and the winners to be crowned at a glittering blowout red carpet & awards 
ceremony at one of NYC’s hottest clubs! 

HOW IT WORKS 
Musical Acts will apply to take part in the Challenge with a current original song.  30 musical acts of 
all genres will be randomly teamed with 30 emerging filmmakers and will be challenged to create a 
new no-budget music video in just two weeks. 
  
To ensure the highest possible quality, each team has the opportunity to meet with the Winter Film 
Awards team half-way through to review their work and discuss improvements. Completed videos 
to be uploaded to the Winter Film Awards YouTube channel and promoted on social media where 
Teams compete for the coveted “Fan Favorite” award by racking up “Likes” on their video.  
 
Music and Film Industry professionals, including industry veterans Lars Murray (SVP Music Industry 
Group at Pandora) Ed Steinberg (RockaMedia), Bernard Porter (PCG Nashville) and more will view 
the completed videos and choose the Winner and Runner-Up.  Red Carpet Gala Party at a premiere 
NYC dance club on October 14 with an estimated 700 attendees, screening of all completed videos, 
awards ceremony, followed by an After-Party with a local DJ. 
 
CHALLENGE DATES 
Aug 1: Applications open for Musicians Sep 15 – Oct 1: CHALLENGE 
Aug 15: Applications open for Filmmakers Sep 24: Feedback Day 
Sep 1: Final Musician line-up announced Oct 2 – 13: Industry Judging and Fan Favorite 
Sep 15: Kick off Party and team matchups Oct 14: Video Watching Party + Awards 

MUSIC VIDEO CHALLENGE 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/lars-murray-7a695/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/edsteinberg/
https://www.linkedin.com/mynetwork/invite-sent/bernard-porter-97226928/
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WINTER FILM AWARDS IS NEW YORK CITY.  Like the city itself, we showcase the eclectic diversity 
and excitement of the independent arts world. 

We are an all volunteer, minority- and women-owned registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
founded in 2011.  Our mission is to recognize excellence and diversity in cinema, with a special 
emphasis on supporting women and minority filmmakers.  We focus on nurturing emerging filmmakers 
from all genres from around the world.   

We host 4-6 events each year … in addition to our annual Indie Film Festival each February, we host an 
annual 48-Hour Film Challenge, a Comedy Competition, a Music Video Challenge and a variety of 
smaller networking events.  This allows us to support both local and international artists looking to gain 
the experience, recognition and contacts needed to break into the tough entertainment industry.  We 
provide educational opportunities, media coverage, and, via partnerships with Indieflix, BalogDigital, 
Distribbr and others, we help get distributor attention. 

Filmmakers who attend our events enjoy an incredibly diverse slate of truly amazing indie films, 
fabulous parties, NYC tours and the opportunity to meet and learn from other artists — an experience 
that comes from a premier showcase dedicated to emerging artists. Winter Film Awards is renowned 
for the quality and variety of the work we screen, and aim to welcome our filmmakers and attendees 
with an open environment where they feel inspired about their craft. 

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs in partnership with the City Council.  We are proudly a FilmFreeway Top 10 Best Reviewed 
Festival! 

2017 INDIE FILM FESTIVAL BY THE NUMBERS 
 652 films submitted, 88 selections from 30 countries 
 42% of films made by women, 12 student films, 33 first time directors, 45% by POC 
 1000+ screening attendees, 2000+ Awards Ceremony, 500+ Opening Party 
 7 days of screenings at Cinema Village in the heart of Greenwich Village.  
 16 Awards handed out + 5 live performances at Gala Awards Ceremony 
 NY Perspectives Award celebrating the diverse cultures of independent film in NYC 
 Official Festival Poster designed via competition at School of Visual Arts.  
 58 Sponsors, including B&H Photo, Yelp, Indiepix and Jungle Software 
 5000 postcards and 1000 programs - with sponsors logos - handed out all over NYC 
 45,000 website visitors during Festival period 

WHO IS WINTER FILM AWARDS? 
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DATES FOR 2017/2018 
Feb 2018 7th Annual Indie Film Festival  Autumn 2017  1st Annual Music Video Challenge 
Jan 2018 3rd Annual Comedy Competition  Spring 2018 5th Annual 48-Hour Film Challenge 

WFA EVENT ATTENDEE DEMOGRAPHICS 
 45% are women, 8% are LGBT 
 15% are Latino, 20% are African-Amer, 20% are Asian 
 75% come from the tri-state area.  1/3 are students 
 15% are ages 18-24, 35% are ages 18-34, 23% are ages 35-44 
 Film industry, music industry, nightlife industry 

OUR COMMITTMENT TO FILMMAKERS 
At Winter Film Awards, we believe that every storyteller deserves a fair shot to get their voices 
heard, regardless of budget, connections or celebrities and we make an enormous effort to 
attract submissions from under-represented countries and topics.  We are proud of our bias-
free blind jury process and we require that each submission gets full consideration by at least 4 
judges, one of whom must be a woman.  Our judges are based in 10 countries and are a mix of 
film students, film professionals and enthusiasts.   

OUR COMMITMENT TO PARTNERS 
Winter Film Awards seeks long-term partners and we are proud that the organizations we work 
with benefit from our audiences and promotions throughout the year. We encourage close 
collaboration to ensure the continued growth for all involved. We work with local schools, small 
and large businesses, cultural organizations and a variety of media organizations ranging from 
emerging local groups to global brands. 

Any organization can benefit from a check, but Winter Film Awards benefits from knowing our 
neighbors, helping them prosper, and building long-term relationships.  We offer a variety of 
partnership packages; we will work with your marketing staff to craft a partnership plan which 
will be strategic and achieve the results you want. 

ABOUT US 
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Emerging filmmakers with low budgets and no connections are so often ignored in favor of the 
standard big budget generic action films. Diverse, exciting low budget films are created all over 
the world; it is critical for film festivals to showcase them. Indie film festivals are often the sole 
means for the community to share personal stories from around the world, and WFA’s location 
in the center of the action provides our filmmakers with a dazzling chance to begin their 
careers in the film industry. – WFA Founder & CEO, George Isaacs 

On behalf the girls and I at Gladiolus Productions , I'd just like to say a big thank you for your 
wonderful organization and professionalism with The Winter Film Awards Indie Film Fest. The 
venue, the warm greeting and the quality of the selected films have all been top notch.   With 
our film “Moral Compass”, we have attended seven festivals and The Winter Film Awards is 
leaps and bound ahead of the others (no offense to the other festivals!).  I can honestly say that 
we, and all of the guests that came to see our film were delighted by the films the staff and the 
venue.  -- Kylie Garcelon, director “Moral Compass”, WFA2017 

A great festival which truly gives the stage to some fantastic filmmakers and some of the best 
and most unique indie films I've seen! – Karni Hanema, director “F*ck You Jessica Blair”, 
WFA2017 

The entry fee is 100% worth it for this festival. From the get-go Steffanie and her team are 
incredibly communicative and welcoming. The festival is also very well organized and the 
events are loads of fun! These guys just love watching films and they show it by putting 
together a great festival for the filmmakers. – Cinder Chou, director “What Happened to 
Susan”, WFA2016 

How do you find the right film festival for your film with so many to choose from? When I 
attended Winter Film Awards with our music video "Too Blonde" in 2013 I experienced fast and 
friendly e-mail response, I met a lot of wonderful film makers and I made a lot of great new 
friends, we were interviewed several times (3 of them on camera), we were part of a very well 
organized and very very classy award ceremony with several of my heroes from the industry. 
And I got to show our music video to a wonderful audience. Winter Film Awards is by far the 
best film festival experience to date!  -- Bjarke de Koning, director “Too Blonde” WFA2013 
and “The Last Girl” WFA2016 

WHAT OUR FANS SAY ABOUT US 
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Steffanie L Finn 
Executive Director 

Winter Film Awards 
Tel: (415) 355-4371 

Finn@WinterFilmAwards.com 

 

 

Website: https://winterfilmawards.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WinterFilmAwardsGala 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/WinterFilmAward 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/WinterFilmAwards 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/winterfilmawards 
#WFASoDiverse 

MORE INFORMATION  

https://winterfilmawards.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WinterFilmAwardsGala
https://twitter.com/WinterFilmAward
https://www.youtube.com/user/WinterFilmAwards
https://www.instagram.com/winterfilmawards
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SOME RECENT PARTNERS 


